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Men and brethren, let me freely 
ſpeak unto you. 


NN ARI O Us were the diſcourage- 
3 v 5 ments and difficulties, which the 
XX firſt preachers of Chriſtianity had 
to encounter. The Tews (to whom they 
were firſt to deliver their meſſage) were 


cloſely attached to that ſyſtem of religion 


which Moſes had eſtabliſhed, and ſcrupu— 
louſly zealous for every ritual punctilio. To 
attempt the ſetting aſide, or invalidating 
theſe, they looked upon, as an inſufferable 
inſult upon them and their anceſtors, eſpe- 
cially upon their great legiſlator, and an im- 
pious encroachment upon their facred con- 


ſtitution. To aſſert, or ſuggeſt, that the 


cuſtoms which Mes had delivered were to 


be changed, was, in their eſteem, nothing 


leſs than blaſphemy, cognizable by their 
Az council 


The reaſonableneſs of 


council, and deſerving the moſt exemplary 
puniſhment. And, confidering the evi- 
dence they had that their religion was ap- 
pointed and eſtabliſhed by divine authority, 
that their lawgiver was commiſſioned and 
inſtructed in an extraordinary manner, and 
that they had long continued the peculiar 
people of God, to whom great and ſpecial 
promiſes had been made; they might rea- 
ſonably expect and inſiſt upon it, that who- 
ever undertook to aboliſh or change the uſages 
or doctrines which Maſes had preſcribed and 
taught, ſhould give undeniable proof of be- 
ing properly authorized ſo to do. Nothing 
leſs than the moſt inconteſtable evidence, 


that the ſyſtem, which was to take place of 


| theirs, came from God, and that it was, by 
him, intended to ſuperſede the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances, could juſtly 
give them ſatisfaction. Of this they had 
abundant teſtimony, had they honeſtly at- 
tended to it; fince moſt of their types and 
figures, as alſo their prophets, manifeſtly 
pointed out, and ſpoke of, the author of a 
more glorious diſpenſation as the great pro- 
phet to whom they were to hearken; and, 


moreover, God bare witneſs, by the moſt 
illuſtrious | 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
illuſtrious and indiſputable miracles, that 
Jeſus of Nazareth was ſent by him. But 
they had ſuffered their religion to degenerate 
into mere external performances, inſignifi- 
cant ceremonies, and empty rites of their 
own inventing, of which they were more 
tenacious and obſervant than of the 2weightier 
matters of the lau; and the conſequence of 
this was, that they were averſe to, and pre- 
judiced againſt, genuine piety and rational 
religion. 'The corruptions into which they 
were fallen had induced a blindneſs of mind 


and a perverſeneſs of diſpoſition, which in- 
capacitated, or, at leaſt, ſadly diſqualified 


them for moral inſtruction. Their igno- 
rance, their pride and ſelfiſhneſs made them 
oppoſe all methods for a reformation ; and 


cauſed them to look upon ſuch as recom- 


mended purity of heart and a virtuous con- 


duct, with jealouſy and reſentment. Thus 


circumſtanced, it muſt appear, to every 


conſiderate perſon, a matter of very great 
difficulty, to rectify their miſtakes, and per- 


ſuade them to embrace a religion almoſt en- 
tirely ſpiritual. Having been taught to be- 


lieve, that, as the deſcendents of Abraham, 


they were ſecure of the divine favor, they 
LS | would 


The reaſonableneſs of 


would not eaſily be brought to ſee the ne- A 


ceſſity of perſonal holineſs. As they had 
been long accuſtomed to pomp and ſhow, 
external purifications, and oſtentatious devo- 
tions, a ſyſtem of religion, requiring inward 
good diſpoſitions, and pronouncing all other 
things of no manner of value without them, 
was likely to meet with a very cold recep- 
tion ; eſpecially when recommended by the 
profeſſed diſciples of him, whom they had 
lately maliciouſly put to death. 


As to the reſt of the nations, they were 
ſunk into the groſſeſt idolatry, bewildered 
in falſe philoſophy, and by wiſdom knew not 


God. Unto them, the doctrine of ſalvation 
through a crucified redeemer, was likely to 
... feem no better than fooliſhneſs, and to be 


rejected at once, as repugnant to reaſon, in- 
conſiſtent with the ſentiments of their wiſeſt 
and molt celebrated men, and what could 


never be eſpouſed or profeſſed by any but 
weak and credulous enthuſiaſts, They were 


accuſtomed, in their ſeveral ſchools of phi- 
| loſophy, to curious ſpeculations, intricate 


ſubtilties, doubtful diſputations, or florid | 


harangues ; which, in all probability, would 


render 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 


render the plainneſs and ſimplicity of the 


Goſpel diſguſting and contemptible. Their 
various deities, their numerous rites and ce- 
remonies, (moſt of which were ridiculous, 
and not a few of them ſcandalouſly immo- 
ral,) in all likelihood, would cauſe them to 


reject the important doctrines, that there is 


one God, and that he is to be worſhipped, 
through one mediator, in ſpirit and in truth, 
as too ſimple and unadorned. In ſhort ; 
through idolatrous and debauched principles 
and practices, they were become vain in their 
zmaginations, their fooliſh hearts were dark- 


ened, their minds grown undiſcerning, and 


they were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 


| Mankind being in ſuch a ſituation, how 
diſcouraging an undertaking muſt it have 


been to attempt their inſtruction and reforma- 


tion? What leſs can be ſuppoſed neceſſary 
to have engaged any in this work, than an 


inward firm perſuaſion that they ſhould be 
favoured with extraordinary divine aſſiſtance? 
Can any probable reaſon be affigned, why 
the diſciples of a crucified maſter ſhould un- 


dertake it, unleſs it be ſuppoſed that they 
were influenced thereto by a thorough con- 
| | viction 
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The reafonableneſs of 


viction of the truth and importance of 


Chriſtianity, a zeal for the glory of God, 
and a benevolent concern for the happineſs 
of mankind? The charge of credulity or 


weakneſs, knavery or impoſture, can never 


be juſtly fixed upon the firſt preachers of the 
Goſpel ; ſince in their reaſonings, they mani- 
feſted themſelves men of good ſenſe, of ſober 
minds, and ſolid judgments; and by their con- 
duct, moſt ſignificantly evinced, that they had 
no ſiniſter or ſelfiſh ends in view. With 
the moſt inflexible ſteadineſs, the moſt un- 
diſguiſed openneſs and freedom, and the moſt 
perfect and harmonious conſiſtency, did they 
perſevere in declaring and vindicating the 
great and eſſential doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
however oppoſite to the received prejudicate 
notions of Jeu or Gentiles : and, in ſo do- 
ing, acted as became men of honor and ho- 


neſty; and are noble inſtances of reſolution, 


fidelity, and uprightneſs to all who ſuſtain 
the character of public teachers, who are 
ſet to maintain and inculcate pure religion, 
explain and ſupport the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, and vindicate the diſpenſations of 
heaven as juſt, and wiſe, and good. Thus 
Peter, in the midſt of a promiſcuous aſſem- 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
bly, Rood forth, boldly avowing the truth 
and certainty of a grand and fundamental 
article of that religion which was now to be 


publiſhed to the world, vis. the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt from the dead; and requeſted 


of the Jews, in particular, that they would 
permit him freely to ſpeak unto them ; and, 


without prejudice or paſſion, ſuffer him to 


ſhow, from ancient prophecies, that Chr:/? 
was to be raiſed from the dead, as, in fact, 


he had been; and point out the unreaſon- 


ableneſs of applying thoſe predictions and 


promiſes to David, which referred to, and 


were fulfilled in, the perſon and character 


of Cbriſt only; whom God had raiſed up, 


and whom they might aſſuredly know he 
had made both Lord and Chriſſ. 


In order ro preclude as much as poſſible, 
all cavils or exceptions againſt what ſhall 


be afterwards advanced, I beg leave to pre- 


miſe, that the laity have a right to judge, 


by reaſon and ſcripture, with moderation and 


© candour, of what their miniſters, from time 


© to time, advance, either in public diſcourſes 


© or private converſation,” Moſt readily do 
we grant, that you are allowed to conſider 
3 what 


The reaſonableneſs of 


what we ſay ; to weigh the reaſons we ofter, 
and the arguments we urge; to examine our 
aſſertions, and the proofs we adduce in ſup- 
port of them; to doubt, where the evidence 
is not clear; and to object, where you appre- 
hend we are miſtaken. Nay, we affirm it 
is your duty and intereſt to do this; and that 
you cannot neglect it, without prejudice to 
the cauſe of piety and truth, and diſcovering 
a reproachful unconcernedneſs for your own 
improvement: for this you may depend up- 
on as a ſure maxim; — inattention and 
cCcareleſſneſs in hearers have a tendency to 
© render preachers indolent, ſaperficial and 
* impoſing.” Whenever the Chriſtian laity 
grew unconcerned or indifferent what prin- 
ciples their teachers inculcated ; whenever 
they began implicitly to receive whatſoever 
they advanced, and ſtupidly to venerate the 
miniſterial character; whenever they ſuffered 
their minds to be brought into a ſervile and 
ſenſeleſs ſubjection to prieſtly authority, and 
omitted to think, and reaſon, and judge for 


themſelves; they preſently ſunk into the moſt 
barbarous ignorance, were overwhelmed with 


the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, and befooled by the 
moſt ſcandalous deluſions. Or even ſuppo- 


ſing 


minifters ſpeaking freely. 
fing there was no danger of this; but, on the 
contrary, the utmoſt ſecurity that miniſters 
would continue diligent and honeſt, notwith- 


| ſtanding the negligence or inadvertency of 


the laity; yet, what good end could their 
repeated inſtructions anſwer, if not attended 
to and conſidered? To what purpoſe ſhall 
they reaſon or argue upon any point, if thoſe 
who hear them do not judge of what they 


ſay? What can the moſt powerful motives 
avail, if not deliberately weighed by thoſe 


to whom they are propounded ? What can 
teaching ſignify, if thoſe who ſhould learn 


give no heed to what is ſpoken? While this 
is the caſe, the beſt means muſt be ineffec- 


tual; and men muſt continue ignorant un- 
der the faireſt advantages of attaining know- 


ledge. We are willing to allow farther, that, 


by carefully attending to, and candidly criti- 
cifing, our performances, you do s ſignal 
ſervice, The apprehenſion of your doing 
this is a ſpur to diligence, an incentive to ap- 
plication, and a conſtant memento to be as 
careful as we can that what we offer to your 
examination be judicious and accurate. The 
conſideration that our diſcourſes will be heard 


with attention, and reflected upon with ſe- 


11 riouſneſs; 
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The reaſonableneſs , 
riouſneſs ; that what we deliver in public we 
may be amicably called upon to defend in 
private; and that to be convicted of having 
been fluent without ſenſe, or poſitive without 
proof, muſt expoſe us to contempt, and fix 
upon us the odious charge of ignorance or 
bigotry; will make us cautious in our aſſer- 
tions, and render us ſtudiouſly careful that 
our poſitions be not inconſiſtent, nor our rea- 
ſoning inconcluſive. In fine; by ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, the purity of religion is moſt ef- 
fectually preſerved; you perſonally profit by 
the word preached; and your miniſters are 
excited to purſue their ſtudies with unremit- 


ing induſtry, and inſpired with a laudable 
ambition of approving themſelves workmen 


Who need not io be aſhamed. 


All this, we very chearfully acknowledge, 
is ycur unalienable right and indiſpenſable 


duty. This right we earneſtly deſire you to 


preſerve inviolable; to conſider it as your no- 
bleſt privilege ; and in the ſpirit of Chriſtian 
charity to exert and exerciſe it conſtantly for 
the maintenance of truth and virtue. Let 


no pretenſions to any ſacredneſs of character, 


no ſoppoſed or real ſoperiority i in point of 
learning 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely, 
learning or piety, induce you, in any mea- 
ſure to give it up. Continue to prove all 
things ; and judge of doctrines whether they 
are agreeable to reaſon and the word of God, 
by whomſoever advanced. Let your pro- 
feſſed aſſent be the reſult of rational convic- 


tion; and the religious principles you eſpouſe 


be founded in a clear diſcernment of their 
truth and importance. After theſe conceſ- 
ſions, we hope, you will as readily admit, 
that we have a right, and that it is our in- 
diſpenſable duty, to ſpeak unto you with un- 
reſerved openneſs and freedom, not keeping 
back any thing which we apprehend to be 


profitable for you, nor ſhunning to declare the 


whole counſel of God; and that it is your 
wiſdom and intereſt to permit and encourage 
us ſo to do. To evince and inculcate this, 


is the principal deſign of the following dif- 
courſe; as a foundation for which I have 


pitched upon thoſe words of Peter, Men and 
brethren, let me freely ſheak unto you: and 
in treating upon them, I ſhall endeavour; 


I. To ſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceſ- 


ſity of thus ſpeaking. 


II. 
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The reaſonableneſs of 
II. To guard againſt any abuſe of this li- 


cence, by conſidering with what reſtric- 
tions or limitations it ought to be uſed. 


III. To obviate ſome of the chief objec- 
tions which may be urged againſt it. 


I. Let us enquire how reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary it is, that miniſters ſhould be allowed 
and encouraged to ſpeak their ſentiments 


with freedom and plainneſs, 


"Tis preſumed it will be readily granted, 


that miniſters, as well as people, ought to 
form their ſentiments and principles upon di- 


ligent and impartial examination and enquiry. 
They, ſurely, may claim the right of judg- 


ing for themſelves, in common with the reſt 


of mankind. They are perſonally anſwer— 


able for their opinions, and tenets, as well 


as other men; and ought therefore, in all 
juſtice, to be allowed the full liberty of 
making the beſt uſe and improvement they 


can of the faculties with which they are en- 


dowed, or the opportunities with which they 
may be favoured. But, conſidering their ſta- 
tion and employment, they, of all men, 

Wy ought 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 15 

ought to be the moſt careful and critical in 1 

ſearching after truth, in proving all things, ö 

and trying doctrines and ſpirits, whether they i 
are of God, This is their buſineſs and duty, 
p in a peculiar and an appropriate ſenſe, to neg- 
F le which is highly criminal; ſince, by ſuch 
I an omiſſion, they remain incapable of detect- 
E ing falſhood, or vindicating truth. But, to 
A what purpoſe, as to the public, their ſtudi- 
| ous enquiries; to what purpoſe their 1m- 
L provements in knowledge, their more perfect 
acquaintance with moral and religious ſub- 
jects, their clearer diſcernment of the reaſon- 
_ ableneſs and excellency of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, or their detecting error and abſur- 
City; if they are not permitted freely to im- 
part their diſcoveries to the world; or, at 
leaſt, to thoſe over whom they are placed as 
inſtructors and guides? The reaſonableneſs 


and expediency of miniſters Ong: freely 
reſults, therefore ; 
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1.) From the very nature of that office i 
in which they are placed; as requiring, in 
general, that they teach and inſtruct man- 
kind. 


They 
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The reaſonableneſs of 


They who are thus employed (be their 
particular profeſſion what it will) ſhould be 


allowed full liberty to explain and illuſtrate 


ſuch ſubjects as come properly before them; 


and to uſe all the methods in their power to 
enable thoſe who attend upon them clearly 
and fully to underfland their meaning. Scarce 


any thing can be imagined more prepoſterous 


or imprudent than to forbid or diſcourage 


them from doing this; ſince it is manifeſtly 


oppoſing them in the proſecution of that, 


which, at the ſame time, we requeſt and re- 
quire them to perform; and defeating that 
very end which we profeſs to have in view, 
vid. a more comprehenſive and perfect know- 
ledge of thoſe things in which they have 
undertaken to inſtruct us. In no one in- 
ſtance, that of religious inſtruction excepted, 


do men act ſo perverſe and fooliſh a part. 
They are found, for the moſt part, readily 
and thankfully to embrace the beft opportu- 
nities and means of information and improve- 


ment; and gratefully to acknowledge them- 
ſelves obliged to thoſe who ſhow them 
wherein their miſtake lay, and how they 


may rectify it. Are not thoſe always pre- 
Terred, in any other of the liberal arts or 
| ſciences, 
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miniſters ſbeaks ng fretly. 
ſciences, who ſpeak in the moſt plain and 
intelligivle manner; who do not intentionally 


| conceal what they ought to communicate; 


nor ignorantly perplex what they ſhould ex- 
plain? And why, then, ſhould the teachers 
of religion be cramped and fettered? Why 
ſhould they be obliged to be reſerved, ambi- 
guous, or myſterious? Why muſt the moſt 
important truths be muffled up in darkneſs 
and obſcurity ; and the chriſtian ſcheme (in 
itſelf, every way rational and excellent,) be 
ſuffered to remain under all thoſe deformitiess 


which ignorance, bigotry, or craft have caſt 
upon it? Why muſt not this moſt amiable 
and invaluable ſyſtem be repreſented in it's 


native and engaging fimplicity and beauty ? 


If plainneſs and perſpicuity be deſirable in 
any caſe, they are certainly ſo in this: for 


nothing does it more nearly concern us right- 
ly to underſtand than, — Wherein the per- 
fection and happineſs of our nature conſiſt; 
— and how we may moſt ſucceſsfully purſue, 


and effectually ſecure theſe. We therefore 
plead for the liberty of ſpeaking freely, not 


only, as it is what all teachers in general, 
may lay clam to; but, 


C. 2.) From 


17 


x 

bb 
| 
4 
4 
$3 
1 
1. 
1 
oy 
U 

1 

1 

1 

4 


The reafonableneſs of 


2.) From the confideration of thoſe in- 
ſtructions, which it is our immediate buſineſs 
to give you; and of thoſe bad conſequences 
with which our being abridged of it muſt 
unavoidably be attended ; both as to you, in 


particular, and as to the intereſt of Chrif- 
tianity in general, 


Did the doctrines which we are to deliver, 
explain, and inculcate, relate merely to your 
bodily welfare, were they only maxims of 
human prudence ; or directions about the 
management of your worldly concerns; ſcru- 
pulous exactneſs might better be diſpenſed 
with; though we ſhould deſerve very ill at 
your hands, if we did not, even in that caſe, 
inform you to the beſt of our judgment, af- 
ter you had requeſted us, and we had en- 


gaged, fo to do: but, ſeeing they relate to 


your ſpiritual and everlaſting happineſs, and 
the principles of piety and virtue, muſt thrive 
or decline in your hearts according as they 
are received or rejected, rightly underſtood 
or unhappily miſtaken ; you mult allow it is 
of the laſt conſequence that, in laying them 
before you, we be ingenuouſly plain and im- 
partial, 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
partial. That the principles we are to re. 
commend to your regards have ſuch a refe- 
rence as this, is very obvious, For, with 
what intent do people ſend for, attend on, or 
ſupport miniſters? Is it not, {1;ouic it not be, 
with an intention and deſire to hear all things 


which are commanded of God; to have the 


great duties of religion more fully illuſtrated; 
and the motives to obedience urged in the 
moſt powerful and perſuaſive manner? With 
what deſign do people frequent public religi- 
ous aſſemblies, or hear moral diſcourſes, but 
to have their underſtandings farther enlight- 
ened, their ſtock of knowledge enlarged, and 
their good diſpoſitions improved? Theſe, 


one may ſuppoſe, are the ends which any 


will avow, in this caſe; at leaſt, they are 
the only ends which any can pretend to 
Juſtify. The queſtion, then, is: — Ho 
* may theſe ends be moſt ſucceſsfully proſe- 
© cuted, and molt fully anſwered?” Surely not 
by prohibiting or diſcouraging miniſters from 
delivering their ſentiments frankly and openly 
upon every ſubje& they handle; not by dic- 
tating to inſtructors how, or what they ſhall 
ſpeak ; nor any way deterring thoſe from be- 
ing plain and explicit, who devote their time 
2 „ 
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The reaſonableneſs of 


to reading and meditation with this very 


view, viz. that they may be continually 


more able to teach others. 


An excellent writer very jnſtly obſerves, 
© Chriſtianity is no more to be learned all 
te at once by the miniſter, than by the pri- 
vate members of the congregation &. You 
muſt allow us time, as well as yourſelves, to 
make progreſs in knowledge, and arrive at 
higher attainments in religion. You muſt do 
ſo, if you expect our diſcourſes ſhould grow 
more judicious and edifying. But, if once 


you take upon you peremptorily to preſcribe 


in what track we ſhall think, upon what to- 
pics we ſhall dwell, and in what manner we 
ſhall treat them, you effectually preclude our 
farther improvement ; or, at leaſt, as to your- 


ſelves,” render it wholly uſeleſs. If people 
confine their miniſters to certain favourite 


points, ta a particular ſyſtem, and a ſelect 
ſet of principles, from which they are not to 


vary, what advantage can they reaſonably 
| hope for, from their ſtudies? Muſt they nat 
go on in a dull round of periodical repetiti- 


ons, 


* Dr. Fofter, on natural religion and ſocial virtue : 
Vol. II. P. 21 8. 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
ons, not more eaſy to the preacher, than. life- 
leſs and unedifying to a ſenſible hearer ? And 
it deſerves to be conſidered, whether this is 
not one principal cauſe of that ſaperficialneſs, 
ſo commonly complained of, in our public 
performances. To every received doctrine, 
or the explanation of it, there belongs a 


number of ſet phraſes, and trite expreſſions z 


which, however little to the purpoſe, or un- 
intelligible in themſelves, are become ſo fa- 
miliar to the ears of many, that they paſs, 
not only without cenſure, but with applauſe; 
eſpecially when ſet off with ſome exclama- 
tory warmth, or larded with a few invectives 
againſt thoſe who are ſuppoſed to think dif- 
ferently: theſe are perpetually occurring to 
the mind of the compoſer, or ſpeaker ; and 
(if he can content himſelf with them) may 
ſerve very well to make up a conſiderable 
part of his diſcourſe. Little more feems ne- 


ceſſary, upon this plan, in order to equip a 


man for the pulpit, than a general acquain- 
tance with a few capital doctrines, and being 
apprized in what ſenſe they are to be main- 


tained, which he may ſoon learn from ſome 
leading, ſelf-conceited, pragmatical zealots ; 


an indifterent memory ; or at moſt, a com- 
33 mon 
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mon - place - book tolerably well furniſhed 


from authenticated expoſitions and commen- 
tarics upon articles, confeſſions, and cate- 
chiſms, or other admired ſyſtematical wri- 
tings. This 1s (if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion) a kind of artificial preaching ; but 
ſeems no way adapted either to inform the 
judgment, or better the heart. You think, and 
are ready to inſinuate, that we are unmind- 
ful of our character, regardleſs of our duty, 
and injurious to the public, when we ſquan- 


der away that time in idleneſs, or trifling and 


unprofitable amuſements, which ſhould be 
employed 1n reading or thinking, in improv- 
ing our own minds, and qualifying ourſelves 
for inſtructing you: but, upon ſuppoſition 
that we are not ſuffered to communicate our 


- acquiſitions, and thereby endeavour to make 
you wiſer, as well as ourſelves ; what juſt 


foundation can there be for ſuch a cenſure ? 
If you give us to underſtand that you will be 
beſt pleaſed with our keeping in the beaten 


path, and contenting ourſelves with follow- 


ing and retailing explanations and notions 
prepared to our hands ; what encouragement, 
what occaſion have we, for ſo much applica- 


tion and ſtudy? When a criterion, or ſtan- 


dard 
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granted to ſinners, and the moſt ſubſtantial 


miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
dard of orthodoxy is fixed, and we preſume 
we are come up to it, why ſhould we not 
reſt ſatisfied? Why ſhould we trouble our- 
ſelves and others farther? Or fimply ſeek 
what we are in the poſſeſſion of? Plain it 
is, ſuch a proceeding has a tendency to ren- 
der miniſters leſs diligent and inquiſitive, and 


to make them indulge to a lazy indifference, 


and an inſipid uniformity z by which their 
own proficiency, as allo that of their people, 
mult be uncomfortably affected. 


And if it be conſidered, that the Goſpel, 
of which we are miniſters, 1s a diſpenſation 
of ſpecial grace, or favor, from God to his 
ſinful and guilty creatures here below, com- 
municated and conducted by his only begot- 
ten and well beloved fon, wherein are pub- 


| liſhed and aſcertained the terms, upon which 


they may hope for pardon, acc-ptance, and 
everlaſting life; the reaſonableneſs and neceſ- 
fity of what we are pleading for will appear 
ſtill more clearly. We are not only to in- 
ſtruct you in the nature and meaſvre of moral 
obligation, but to ay before you thoſe condi- 
tions upon which a plenary remiſſion will be 


and 


The reaſonableneſs of 
and indefectible happineſs conferred upon 
them. In the doing of this, it is of the laſt 
conſequence'that we uſe all poſſible plainneſs 
and preciſion: that we do not alarm with 
falfe fears, nor ſooth with groundleſs hopes; 
that we conceal not what God has required, 
nor inſiſt upon what he has not made neceſ- 
ſary. We truſt, we are ſo far concerned for 


your beſt intereſt, as to be ſolicitouſly care- 


tul that you be not deſtroyed through lack 
of knowledge; and that a ſpirit of undiſſem- 
bled ang generous benevolence will keep us 
from daubing with untempered mortar ; pre- 
vent us from crying peace, when there is no 
peace ; and effeQually ſecure us from handling 


the word of the Lord deceitfully. We claim 


the. liberty of ſpeaking againſt immorality 
and profaneneſs, whoever may ſtand chargea- 
ble with them; of warning the wicked; of 


freely expoſtulating with preſumptuous and 


bold tranſgreſſors; and of ſhowing the moſt 
artful hypocrite that his hope ſhall periſh, and 


that his joy 7s but for a moment. We muſt 


be excuſed from ſpeaking ſmooth things to 
ſuch perſons; or giving them the leaſt en- 


couragement to hope for the favour of God 


and future happineſs, while they continue to 


practiſe 
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miniſters ſheating freely. 


practiſe thoſe things, againſt which his wrath 


is revealed. No one ought to diſcourage a 
miniſter from expoſing any vice, how nearly 
ſoever it may affect him; for if this is done by 
one man, and his unreaſonable demands com- 
plied with, why not by another, and ſo on; 
till, at laſt, every vice mult paſs uncenſured ? 
One can ſcarce imagine a greater affront of. 
tered to a miniſter, than ta ſuppoſe him ca- 
pable of thus tampering with his conſcience, 
or of acting ſo mean, ſo unfriendly, ſo trea- 
cherous a part. If preachers are thus com- 
plaiſant, or rather, thus timorous and cow- 
ardly, who ſhall be found to rebuke ſin, or 


reprove iniquity? Are we ſet as watchmen 
to guard, and ſhall we not give warning; 


when danger and deſtruction are approach- 
ing? Are we to remain neutral and filent 
ſpectators, while ignorance and vice are gain- 


ing dominion over the minds of men ; and 


even over the minds of thoſe who have cho- 
ſen and requeſted us to conſult and promote 
their ſpiritual welfare? Would not men, in 


affairs relating to their characters, bodies, 


or eſtates, if they had, in any meaſure, com- 
mitted theſe to our care, deem ſuch conduct 


inconſiſtent with friendſhip, and even with 
D common 


The reaſonableneſs of 
common honeſty ? Permit us, then, freely 
to declare; — © without repentance and re- 
formation, fincere and perſevering obedi- 
© ence, there is no ground to hope for the 
* pardon of ſin, nor future felicity. Your 
© happineſs hereafter depends upon the right 
improvement of your preſent talents and 
opportunities. Your capacity of entering 
* into, and enjoying the heavenly inheritance, 
* muſt be laid in the habits of piety and vir- 
tue, eſtabliſhed and improved by conſtant 
* exerciſe. Your calling Chriſt, Lord, Lord, 
« will avail you nothing, without doing the 
* things which he has commanded. You 
* can derive comfort from the promiſes of 
the Goſpel, only in proportion as you are 
careful to obey it's precepts. Your reliance 
* upon the merits of Chriſt, if unaccompa- 
* nied with the love and practice of univerſal 
© righteouſneſs and goodneſs, is the moſt ab- 
« ſurd and dangerous preſumption ; but theſe, 


in conjunction, conſtitute the character of 


a conſiſtent chriſtian, and lay a foundation 


* for the moſt joyful and animating hopes. 


Four believing right, while you continue to 
act wrong, inſtead of juſtifying, muſt con- 
* demn you.“ Upon theſe, and other inte- 
1 reſting 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 

reſting ſubjects, we deſire permiſſion to ex- 
patiate with all plainneſs and freedom ; to lay 
open, with all the exactneſs and perſpicuity 
we are able, the terms upon which ſinners 
may expect forgiveneſs ; to ſhow their rea- 
ſonableneſs; and preſs to a compliance with 
them by ſuch motives as ſeem the beſt cal- 
culated to influence the minds of thoſe to 
whom we ſpeak, 


Let any conſiderate perſon determine, 


now ; whether encouraging miniſters in ſuch 


an honeſt, open proceeding is not much 
more likely to ſerve the cauſe of truth and 
real Chriſtianity, than the contrary method 
of preſcribing to them, pinning them down 
to ſome particular ſyſtem, or obliging them 
to make their doctrines ſquare with creeds or 
ſummaries, drawn up by men as frail and fal- 
lible as themſelves ? Is it likely there will be 
that clearneſs, that life and ſpirit, that eaſy 


fluency, and copiouſneſs of ſentiment, in the 


compoſitions of one, who is under perpetual 
dread of offending, and becoming obnoxious 
to the diſpleaſure of rigid fyſtematical cen- 
ſures; as in his, whoſe mind is free from 
any ſuch apprehenſions, and at full liberty to 

D 2 conſider 
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The reaſonableneſs of 
conſider a ſubject in every light, in order 
juſtly and ſatisfactorily to explain it? Muſt 


not a man, in ſuch unhappy circumſtances, 


be induced to omit many things, and mu- 
tilate more, to guard againſt the captious ca- 
vils of ſuch as he has reaſon to believe are 
laying in wait for him, and ſceking to catch 
ſomething out of his mouth, that they may 
accuſe him? Is it not evident, this muſt be 
a very great embarraſſment, and a ftrong 
temptation to prevaricate? And, if ſuch a 
temper and practice ſhould generally prevail, 
wait not a moſt infipid. formality obtain in 
public diſcourſes? People uſually want to be 
picaſed as well as profited; neither of which 
can ever be done, without allowing free icope 
to the judgment and invention of the perſon 
appointed to inſtruct. If we are cheartully 
allowed to bring forth things both new and 


old, to expatiate unconfined upon the great 
topics of morality and the glorious themes of 


pure Chriſtianity; if we are permitted and 


encouraged fully to ſtate their evidence, 1l- 


luſtrate their reaſonableneſs, and urge them 
upon the minds and conſciences of men, by 
motives drawn from a ſenſe of duty, ingenuity, 
and intereſt; we may, juſtly be upbraided 
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miniflers ſpeaking freely, 


with a barrenneſs of invention, or a criminal 


indifference and indolence, if we do not, for 
the moſt part, make men wiſer and better. 


Thus, I hope, it appears, from the conſi- 
deration of the general nature of our office 
as inſtructors, and from the particular charac- 
ter we ſuſtain as the miniſters of the Goſpel ; 


how reaſonable, how advantageous, and ne- 
ceſſary it is, that we be permitted to deliver 


our ſentiments with all imaginable plainneſs 
and freedom, according to the beſt of our 
preſent judgment. And allow me to add; 


3.) We muſt thus ſpeak, in order to pre- 
ſerve a good conſcience, and approve our- 
ſelves unto God. Upon any attempt to 
abridge us of this liberty, we beg leave to 
diſcourage and repel it, by reminding you, 
that wwe ought to obey God rather than men- 


and we deſire you to judge and determine, 


whether it be right in the ſight of God, to 


hearken unto you more than unto him. We 


are under the moſt ſolemn engagements to 


fidelity; through which we cannot break, 
without bringing ourſelves into condem- 


nation, as well as prejudicing you and the 


intereſt 
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intereſt of religion, Our own ſouls are at 
ſtake; and, while we exhort and admoniſh 
you, it behoves us to take care of our own 
integrity and virtue. Diſſimulation and hy- 
pocriſy, we are very ſure, are highly diſplea- 1 
ſing to the God of truth, in whomſoever 3 
they are found; but, in miniſters, are pecu- 
Jiarly baſe and criminal. We can enjoy no 
peace, nor entertain any hope, ſo long as we 3 
are conſcious to ourſelves of ſuffering thoſe to F 
remain ignorant whom we have engaged to in- 
ſtruct; miſleading thoſe whom we have under- 
taken to guide; betraying thoſe over whom 
we have ſolemnly promiſed to watch ; ſtarv- 
ing thoſe whom we ought to feed ; or de- 
frauding thoſe who have choſen us for their 
Rewards, in affairs moſt nearly concerning 
| them. Moſt ſtrictly are we enjoined, 70 
| 2 Cor. iv. renounce the hidden things of diſLoneſly ; not to 
| walk in craftineſs, ner handle the word of the 
| Lord acceitfully ; but to commend ourſelves to 
| every man's conſcience in the fight of God, Moſt 
awfully are we charged before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick 
and the dead, at his appearing and kingdom, 
to preach the word; to reprove, rebuke, and 
exvort, with all long-ſuffering ; in doctrine 
* we | 10 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
fo ſhow uncorruptneſs, gravity, fluceriiy; and 


to uſe ſuch ſound ſpeech as cannot be condemned. 


Conſidering the importance and difficulty of 
our work, have we not reaſon to cry out, 
with ſacred fear and humble difidence, — 
who is ſufficient for theſe things? But, en- 
couraged by the mercy and grace of God; 
encouraged by your ingenuity and candour ; 
ambitious to plead the cauſe of virtue and 
pure Chriſtianity ; delighted with the view 
of implanting and improving in the minds of 
our fellow-chriſtians the principles of holi- 
neſs, and thereby qualifying them for happi- 
neſs; and animated with the hope of receiving 


from the chief ſhepherd, when be ſhall appear, 


a crown of glory which fadeth not away; we 


faint not : on the contrary, with reſolution 


and integrity, with growing ſatisfaction and 
pleaſure, we hope to do the work of evange- 
liſts, make full proof of our miniſtry, and 
finiſh our courſe with joy. And, in order to 
this, how ought we to act? Thus intruſted 


and warned, how muſt we behave, fo as to 


entertain any rational expectation of being 
approved and acquitted at this grand and final 
audit? Keeping it in view, what, do you 
think, muſt be our principal enquiry, when 

| we 
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we are preparing to lay before you any of 


the intereſting doctrines of religion? Can you 


imagine it will be, — whether a plain and 
honeſt repreſentation may not ſome way un- 
comfortably affect our temporal advantage? 


whether it may not diſguſt ſome, upon whoſe 
favor and friendſhip we depend for ſubſiſt- 


ance; incur the diſpleaſure of our ſuperiors; 


expoſe us to public cenſure; or hinder us 
from riſing in the world? Vourſelves being 
judges; do ſuch deliberations ſeem conſiſtent 
with a ſincere concern that we may be ap- 
proved of God? Do you think, that a mi- 
niſter, who is ſwayed by ſuch conſiderations, 
does rightly underſtand, or really conſult, his 
own higheſt intereſt? Muſt you not allow, 
that while he is thus anxious to pleaſe men, 
he is in very great danger of forfeiting the 
eſteem of that Being whole prerogative it 1s 
to ſearch the heart; and who requireth, as 


an indiſpenſible condition of his favor, ruth 


in the inward parts? Let any ſerious and un- 
prejudiced perſon determine, whether, being 
anſwerable for the manner in which we 


execute our embaſly, it does not behove us 


to uſe all plainneſs and impartiality ; and be 
able always to declare, that we are pure from 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
the blood of all, as not having ſhunned {1 4e- 


clare the whole counſel of God? 


We readily admit, not only, that our 
commiſſion, as ambaſſadours for Chriſt, in 
all it's capital articles, is contained and de- 
clared m the Scripture, and eſpecially in the 
New Teſtament ; but alſo that a method 
is preſcribed how we ought to demean our- 
ſelves, in delivering our meſſage, and acting, 
as it were, in Chriſt's ſtead, Being ac- 
quainted with this method, we would ſcru- 
pulouſly adhere to it, in ſpite of all oppoſt- 
tion; reſting ſatisfied that the great ſhepherd 
and biithop of ſouls beſt knows in what 
manner his flock ſhould be treated : remem- 
beting alſo, that 250% only ſhall be crowned 
who flrive lawfully. At the fame time, 


therefore, that we claim the liberty of ſpeak- 


ing our ſentiments freely, we would regulate 
ourſelves, in this particular, by the dictates 
of reaſon and the preſcriptions of the Goſpel; 
and carefully avoid whatever ſeems incon- 
ſiſtent with theſe, or with the well known 
rules of decency and good manners. This 
carries me on to the ſecond thing I pro- 
poſed; viz. 
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IT. To guard againſt any abuſe of this 
licence, by conſidering with what reſtrictions 
or limitations it ought to be uſed. And; 


1.) We ſhould not advance, nor endea- 
your to maintain, any doctrines or prihciples, 
without deliberately confidering them, and 
being firmly perfuaded of their truth. Tt 
becomes us to take what care we can, that 
our poſitions be agreeable to reaſon and the 
word of God, and «deliberately to examine 


and compare them, before we poſitively aſ- 
ſert they are fo, The pulpit is not a fit place 


for delivering random conjectures, haſty ſen- 
timents, or erude and indigeſted thoughts. 
'Tis not a place which privileges nonſenſe, 
or gives a man a liberty of ſaying whatever 
may come into his head. A congregation 
aſſembled for the important and ſolemn ex- 
erciſes of religion; and, as to that part we 


are now ſpeaking of, with a view and deſire 


to be ſtill farther inſtructed, better to under- 
ſand the principles of their profeſhon, and 


more clearly diſcern the tendency they have 
to improve their virtue, and promote their 
happineſs, ſhould not be entertained in fo 
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. miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
3 forry a manner. Entertained, did I ſay! I 
b.. ſhould rather have ſaid, abuſed and affronted; 
| for a groſs abuſe and a vile affront it is, to be 
7 put off with looſe and empty harangues, ram- 
» bling and incoherent declamations, inſtead 
of ſubſtantial, connected and methodical 
reaſoning, Where we are doubtful and un- 
fatisfied ourſelves, we ought not to be raſh 
in pronouncing ; but take more leiſure and 
pains to gain and give cleafer conviction. 
Indeed, when a point, concerning which we 
may be in ſome ſuſpenſe, comes naturally in 
3 our way, you ought to allow a preſent con- 
3 jectural explanation; but integrity and faith- 
; fulneſs obliges us to deliver it explicitly as 
ſuch : and they muſt be little acquainted with 
I moral op religious ſubjects, who are not ſen- 
1 ſible that ſuch do frequently occur, eſpecially 
N to younger miniſters. When in points of an 
obſcure and difficult nature, a man is for- 
wardly poſitive, it argues a precipitancy af 
judgment inconſiſtent with an impartial en- 
quiry after truth, and indicates but too plain- 
ly that he has jnliſted himſelf into a party. 
We ſhould come prepared to ſpeak unto you 
in ſuch a manner, as not to be afraid of your 
complying with the exhortation, 70 7be Law Tfaiah vill. # 
"B42 and 


e reaſonableneſs of | 
and to the leſtimony: or, to accommodate it 
to the more glorious diſpenſation of which 
we are miniſters, to Chriſt and to his apoſtles : 
and if we ſpeak not according to their words, 
we acknowledge ourſelves worthy of repre- 
henſion : we will thank you for your friendly 
animadverſions; and gratefully receive far- 
ther light and information. In the mean 
time, we acknowledge it obligatory upon us 
to frame and deliver our ſentiments with all 
the care and deliberation we are capable of ; 
remembering that it is a folly, which muſt 
ever be accompanied with ſhame, to anſwer 
a matter before it is underſtood, 


2.) The liberty we have been pleading for 


does not authorize us to introduce our own 


private quarrels or ſecret grudges into our 


public performances. This (tis to be fear'd) 


is but too common a practice ; eſpecially 


where a miniſter happens to be of a ſome- a 


what proud and haſty temper; and has, at 
the ſame time, a turn for ridicule and ſatyr. 
With his ſpirits in a ferment, and keen re- 
ſentment in his mind, he ſets to work to laſh, 


with all the ſmartneſs and leverity he is maſ- 
ter of, ſuch as he imagines have treated him 


with 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 


with unfairneſs or diſreſpect; and ſeizes an op- 


portunity of expoſing them when they have 


not the liberty of anſwering for themſelves, 
though his reflections or inſinuations may be 
ſo directly pointed as to make it tantamount 
to his ſaying, Thou art the man. Such a 


touchineſs and acrimony of temper are a 


ſhame and reproach to any Chriſtian : but, 


for a miniſter to indulge them, ſuffer them 


to accompany him into his cloſet, and enter 
into his compoſitions for the pulpit, is pecu- 
liarly incongruous. What has the public to 
do with our incidental differences? Or what 
reaſon is there to ſuppoſe men will patiently 
bear to hear themſelves ſcolded and railed at 


from the pulpit, if miniſters cannot put up 


with trifling aftronts or injuries? Is 1t to be 
expected they will contentedly remain the 


butt of virulence, or the objects of open 
cenſure, for what ſcarcely deſerved a private 


admonition, or friendly rebuke? Our Sa- 


viour's inſtruction is, that, if one brother 


treſpaſs againſt another, the aggrieved party 


ſhould go to the offender, tell him his fault 
between themſelves two, and by private ami- 


cable expoſtulation endeavour to gain over his 


37 


brother to friendſhip and a right behaviour. Match. 
pe Surely, Xviii. 15. | ; 
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Surely, then, miniſters ſhould not take the 
liberty of immediately proclaiming the faults 
or indiſcretions of their fellow-chriſtians, nor 
make them the topics of public declamation 
through perſonal or private pique and reſent- 
ment. This is ſhamefully inconſiſtent with 
our character, arguing us deſtitute of that 
meekneſs and charity of which we are re- 
quired to be examples; and an open viola- 
tion of the common rules of decency and 
good manners, Such a proceeding will 
diſguſt, every ſenfible hearer; and thoſe a- 
gainſt whom our inveCtives are pointed are 
much more likely to be irritated than con- 
vinced. But if,, while we are ſhowing the 
malignity and baſeneſs, the bad tendency and 
fatal effects of any particular vice, (in doing 
of which it does not appear that we have 
any other than a benevolent deſign) ſome 
perſons ſhall find themſelves particularly 
concerned, we deſire they would conſider it 
as a word ſpoken in due ſeaſon, as a timely 
and providential caution; and be thereby in- 
duced ſeriouſly to conſider their ways, and 
break off their ſins by fincere repentance. 


* Not- 


miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
3.) Notwithſtanding we claim the liberty 


of ſpeaking our own ſentiments with free- 
dom, we acknowledge we ought to do it 
with modeſty and candour ; eſpecially when 
we ſee reaſon to differ from men of eminent 
piety and learning. We claim no liberty of 
bringing railing accuſations: againſt our bre- 
thren, We have a right (and we will aſ- 
lert and exerciſe it) to examine and judge 
how far the principles or doctrines they have 
advanced are correſpondent to reaſon and the 
word of God; and that more eſpecially 
when their poſitions or interpretations are 
put almoſt upon a level with the facred 
Scriptures, and imprudently made a ſtandard 
of orthodoxy. When this is the caſe, it 
becomes our duty to point out their miſtakes 
and inconſiſtencies, and ſhow they were but 
men, frail and fallible as others; that fo 


mankind may be reſtrained from ſacrificing 


the rights of conſcience, the credit of the 
Goſpel, and the glorious cauſe of liberty, to 
their character and influence. And, by the 
way, this conſideration ſuggeſts 2 piece of 
prudential inſtruction to ſuch as are fo fond 
of ſome great name, as to make it of a kind 
of oracular authority; ci. that they there- 
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by render the character they ſo much admire 
obnoxious to a ſtricter ſcrutiny than the ge- 
nerality can well admit of; and lay the 
friends of liberty under a kind of neceſſity 
to expoſe imperfections and blemiſhes which 


might, otherwiſe, have been forgotten or 


concealed, Had not the particular admirers 


of a certain eminent reformer been over and 
above zealous in this reſpect, it might have 
remained, in a great meaſure, a ſecret, that 
he had the chief hand in cruelly perſecuting, 
and, at laſt, burning a man, for differing 


from him in a point, concerning which Chriſ- 


tians, have not, for many centuries, been 
agreed. But to return, When we find our- 


fre obliged to diſſent from thoſe who have 


gone before us, we ought to do it with de- 
cency and reſpect. III does it become a 
preacher of the Goſpel to call names and uſe 


ſcurrilous language; to pronounce others 
dangerous heretics, or deniers of 


apoſtates, 
the Lord who bought them; or endeavour to 
leſſen their uſefulneſs and comfort; becauſe 
they do not coincide with them in tome par- 
ticular ſentiments or modes of expreſſion. 
Can the miniſterial character give a licence 
to defame or r abuſe others? or the pulpit be 

deemed 
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mmiſters ſpeaking, free. 
deemed a ſecure retreat, from whence to vent 
ſpiteful reflections, retail ſcandal, or endea- 


vour the ruining the reputation of the living 


or the dead? This is a freedom, which nei- 
ther the Chriſtian religion, humanity, nor 
common civility can allow; nor Can it be 
approved of, or patiently tolerated, by any 
but ſuch as are ſo unhappy as imagine, that it 
is an eſſential part of Chriſtian zeal to vilify, 
and endeavour to run down, all but their 
own party; concerning whom I thall only 
ſay, The Lord rebuke them, Happy it is for 


many, that the preſent age can diſtinguiſh 
between arguing and railing ; between a 


man's proving his own profeſſed principles 
accordant with reaſon and the word of God, 
and loading others with uncharitable cenſures 
for departing from ſome commonly received 


opinions. Happy it is for the friends of 11- 
berty and genuine Chriſtianity, that thoſe 


outcries, 1 uſed formerly to raiſe ſuch 


dreadful alarms and miſchievous commotions, 


paſs, in a great meaſure, unregarded; and 


ſerve for little more than to ſupply a barren 
invention, or timely diſcover the diſpoſitions 
of thoſe who are ſo wicked, or fo weak, as 
to raiſe them. | 
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In ſhort; at the fame time that we would 
contend earneſily for the faith, we ſtand o- 
bliged to guard againſt and ſuppreſs all envy, 
ſtrife, and evil ſurmiſings: and in meekneſs 
to inſtru ſuch as may not yet be convinced 
of the truth. It becomes us to be gentle 
towards all men, patient, and readily dif- 
poſed to teach ; and, inſtead of brawling and 


diſſenſion, to recommend, both by doctrine 


and example, mutual fordearance and Charity. 


Under theſe reſtrictiong we own ourſelves 


laid by the very diſpenſation of which we 


are miniſters; nor would'we ſo much as wiſh 
to be exempt from them. The preſcriptions 
for our public and private behaviour in the 
church of Chrift we acknowledge to be 
perfectly wiſe and benevolent ; and, regu- 


lating ourſelves by them, we defire; from 


time to time, to addreſs you with that free- 
dom and plainneſs which are natural to truth, 


and Oe to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. 


This, g—_ is a moſt equitable 
claim, as ireſt and moſt advantageous 
method of proceeding ; as will, 'tis hoped, 


* 


. — * . s 
* * 5 * . 4 ay x - e = en I SIS > - N $ 4 . . . - 

r 2 2 * K. 92 7 a = f 
PRESSES oye oo 4 8 


1 = 4 7 8 * 
as, >. SP 989 0 TY e e e e „ 933 1 2 0 ; 9 
We KITTY * es 0 3 ** 3 8 E. . F 2 I Os 7 \ : - noe 
. * 2 * — 
= 


1 
3 
J 9 7 
— 9 
4 5 
Ws 
2 -» 
Ro 
.+.*8Y 
zt 
S 
* 


ſtill more fully appear from the laſt thing 
propoſed; which was, 


III. To conſider, and endeavour to obviate, 
ſome objections, which may be urged againſt 
allowing miniſters thus freely to deliver theic 
ſentiments. And it may be pretended, 


1.) That ſuch an indulgence is opening 
the way to all kinds of error; and that the 
faith of private chriſtians, a even the 
church in general, muſt ever be in a varia- 
ble, fluctuating, and tumultuous ſtate, by 
allowing ſuch a licence as this. If every 
miniſter may advance his own private notions, 
and inculcate them upon the people, what 
various and diſcordant doctrines muſt there 


be; and what confuſion will they cauſe in 
ps minds of men ? Is it not much more ad- 


viſeable that there ſhould be a ſet of ſelect 
and generally received principles, concerning 
which there ſhall be no diſputes, alterations, 
or queſtions raiſed, nor any farther curious 
ſearch made, or permitted? e 


* 


To this we beg leave to anſwer, by ob- 


ferving ; — a free inquiry is ſo far from 


F 2 * tending 
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The reaſonableneſs of 
* tending to the corruption of religion, that 
eit is the beſt preſervative againſt it.“ Men 
will never embrace nor profeſs an error, mere- 


ly as ſuch; whereas tis plain, that temporal 


advantages annexed to the profeſſion of cer- 
tain doctrines, have a tendency to byaſs the 
judgment ; and that men are led to think, or 
ſpeak, favourably of ſuch principles as have 
the public countenance, which, were they 
not thus circumſtanced, they would hardly 
think worth their defending. That a diligent 
and an impartial enquiry after truth ſhould 


be introductory to error, is as ſtrange as 
that eye- ſight {honld be dangerous to the tra- 


veller. Tis true, miniſters are fallible, and 
often miſtaken; but where ſhall there be a 
remedy found for this? Not ſurely, by 
obliging them to ſubmit to, and follow, the 


dictates and preſcriptions of men as frail and 
fallible as themſelves. Nor will this method 


prevent that diverſity of opinions, which the 


objection ſuppoſes ſo dangerous and hurtful: 


for, concerning, thoſe very ſummaries, or 


articles, which were profeſſedly intended to 


conſerve and maintain the church in the 
unity of true religion, and in the bond of 
peace, 


Vid. Declaration prefixed to the xxxix. articles, 
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miniſters ſpeaking. freely, 
peace, how widely have men differed ? Has 
not experience amply evinced, that theſe 
things are not ſufficient for the pretended 
purpoſe? Have they not been the very 
ground and cauſe of diſtenſion and contro- 


verſy, and of thoſe unhappy differences 


which have, for ſo many hundred years, in 


different times and places, diſturbed the 
church of Chriſt? Nor is there any like- 


lihood it will ever be otherwiſe, ſo long as 


this plan is purſued ; for 'tis more than pro- 


ble that theſe things will ever be deemed ex- 
ceptionable, in ſome reſpect or other. And 
if a miniſter comes to diſcern, or apprehend, 
that what he had aſſented to, as true, and 
agreeable to God's word, is not fo, how 
ought he to behave? If he continues out- 
wardly to profeſs and maintain what he in- 
wardly diſbelieves, is he not chargeable with 


criminal prevarications and hypocrily? And 
if he reſigns his office, as not tenable with a 
good conſcience, mult he not thereby offend 


the public, by declaring in the moſt figni- 
ficant manner, that he diſapproves of the 
meaſures made uſe of? In ſhort: the pro- 
per queſtion here, is; — Whether Chriſt 
f and his apoſtles have ſufficiently, or as far 

as 
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© as is conſiſtent with the nature of man and 
_ © the nature of religion, conſulted the peace 
and ſafety of the church; or this was 
© left to the judgment and diſcretion of 
© after ages? It is extremely plain, that 
there neither is, nor can be, any other 
bond of perfectneſs among Chriſtians, beſides 
that ſo often mentioned, and ſo warmly re- 
commended in the New Teſtament, viz. 
charity, or a mutual forbearance and friendly 
diſpoſition, notwithſtanding ſome difference 
of ſentiment. A fincere love of truth and 
of mankind will effectually prevent every 
thing injurious to either : and-it is hoped it 
will not be thought any breach of it to ſay ; 
— they who endeavour to raiſe alarms a- 
« gainſt a free inquiry into the principles of 
religion, as introductory to error and con- 
_ © fuſion, are fearful without cauſe, and offi- 
_ © cious to bad purpoſe.* Surely that temper 
and conduct which we find mentioned by 
the ſacred writers with diſtinguiſhing marks 
of honor, can never be productive of ſuch 
pernicious and fatal effects. Experience 
proves, that whatever tends to ſuppreſs or 
diſcourage an inquiſitive diſpoſition, tends 
alſo to the prejudice of truth, the corruption 


of 


. 


miniſters ſpeaks ng freely. 

of religion, and the gendering of ſtrifes. 
The only method to reſtore and ſecure uni- 
ty and peace to the chriſtian church is to 
recur to thoſe generous and truly catholic 
principles, upon which its firſt founders fo 
uniformly and ſcrupulouſly proceeded, To 
propoſe maintaining purity of faith, and 
uniformity of worſhip, among Chriſtians, 
by obliging miniſters to ſubſcribe and ſwear 
to creeds and confeſſions of mere human 
compoſition, and enforcing the belief, or at 
leaſt the continued profeſſion of theſe, by 
penal ſanctions, 6 will allow, is an un- 
eligible ſcheme. 


A late writer, indeed, obſerves, by way 


of illuſtrating, as he ſuppoſes, the expedi- 
ency of ſubſcription to explanatory articles, 
particular creeds, and formularies, that they 
who have complied with this method, “ will 
cc not have the boldneſs, in open contradic- 


tc tion to their recorded ſubſcriptions, (which 


« they may, and, perhaps, hope, they ſhall 
* have occaſion to repeat) and to thoſe forms 
©* which they are daily ufing, to oppoſe the 
c received faith. At, leaſt, they will hardly 
do it by expreſs NegaLveR, by open avowed 

K attacks, 
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De reaſonableneſs , 
* attacks, but only by dark and doubling 


0 expreſſions, diſtant innuendos, and conſe- 


cc 


quential arguments. This was the way 
of a late learned Doctor in his ſermons: 
and had it not been for creeds and certain 
forms of prayer he was muzzled with, he 
© would have been as unreſerved in his diſ- 
ce courſes from the pulpit, as he is in his 
e Scripture-Doctrine of the Trinity, and 
* other writings *.” One may ſafely ſup- 
pole, that * of the ſincere and judicious 


cc 
£6 


cc 


friends to liberty, learning and revelation, 
will be of this writer's opinion: on the con- 


trary, they cannot but with (with ſome de- 
gree of regret and reſentment that it was not 
ſo) that the Doctor had been permitted and 
encouraged to ſpeak his mind freely, and 
deliver his ſentiments plainly : they cannot 
but lament that he, and other learned men, 
have. been laid under ſuch difficulties as 


tempted them to uſe dark and doubling, in- 


ſtead of clear and plain expreſſions; in- 


nuendos, inſſead of poſitive aſſertions ; or 
conſequential, inſtead of direct arguments. 


This very inſtance ſets the imprudence and 


« | iniquity 


* Mr. White's Appendix to his third letter to a diſſent- 
ing gentleman. 
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iniquity of this muzz/ing ſcheme in the 
ſtrongeſt point of light: and to reflect upon 
it, and others of the like nature, at the ſame 
time that it excites our indignation againſt 
all impoſing and perſecuting methods, ought 
to raiſe our gratitude to God, and to our 
temporal governors; to the kind providence 
of heaven, and to that illuſtrious prince, 
who, in the courſe of that providence, is 
ſet over us; among the many glories and 


bleſſings of whoſe reign, this is none of the 


leaſt, that the rights of conſcience are 
preſerved ſacred and inviolable. An un- 
ſpeakable privilege it is, that they who, 
through pride or prejudice, may be inclina- 
ble to do it, are not permitted to clap on 
muggles, when and where they pleaſe. 


And after all, who are they, who are 


moſt variable and inconſiſtent, ſay and unſay, 


one while advancing this doctrine, another 
while that? Whether they are ſuch as in- 
quire with freedom, examine with impar- 
tiality, and, with undaunted reſolution, pur- 
ſue truth through all it's conſequences ; or 


they are ſuch, as have eſpouſed certain hu- 


man ſyſtems, inliſted themſelves into ſome 


IF | parti- 
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30 The reaſonableneſs of 
particular party, and commenced adyocates 
for a ſelect ſet of opinions; let the thing itſelf 
ſpeak, Who are they, who wrap up Chriſti- 
anity in myſteries, clouds, and darkneſs ; or 4 
clog it with abſurd and irreconcileable doc- : 
trines? Who are they, who, at one time, repre- | 3 
ſent God as arbitrarily dooming a great part of 
mankind to endleſs miſery; and, at another, 
warn men to flee from the wrath to come, 
plead the divine goodneſs and clemency, as a 
motive and encouragement to repentance, and 
beſeech them by the mercies of God, that they 
would lead religious and holy lives? Who are 
they, who now aſſert the utter inſignificancy 
of morality and virtue; and, anon, exhort 
their people to maintain good works, and in- 
form them that the grace of God has appeared 
to teach men that, denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly Iuſts, they ſhould live foberly, righte- 
oufly, and godlily in this preſent world? Who 
are they, who, with one breath, affirm, that 
nothing we can do, does at all deſerve the fa- 
vor of God or future happineſs; and, with 
the next, inſtruct their hearers, that by the 
careful cultivation of divine and ſocial virtues, 


an entrance ſhall be adminiſtred to them more : 
' abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our | 
5 Lord 


 ininiſlers ſpeaking freely. 

Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? Do theſe 
inconſiſtencies and contradictions (with ma- 
ny more which might be enumerated) flow 
from a diligent and impartial ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, and an honeſt ſearch aſter truth; 
or are they not rather to be imputed to indo- 
lence and inattention, or too cloſe an attach- 
ment to ſome favourite ſyſtems, which men 
implicitly follow, unguardedly retail, and 
ignorantly jumble with, the pure principles 
of natural and revealed religion? What needs 
more? As truth is uniform and conſiſtent, 
ſo there is but one way of coming at it, 
which is common to all mankind, vi. by 
the exerciſe of their rational faculties in the 
uſe of thoſe means they may enjoy. 


2.) It may be objected, that miniſters, by 
ſpeaking freely, oftentimes give offence, raiſe 
a diſguſt in people's minds, and thereby leſſen 
their influence and uſefulneſs; for which 
reaſon they had much better omit meddling 
with thoſe points, the treating upon, and 
explaining which, they have ground to ap- 
prehend, will expoſe them to cenſure, with- | 
out any probability of doing good. 
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To this it may be replied ; — © if men 
© will become our enemies becauſe we tell 
them the truth, according to the beſt of 
our judgment, but with the utmoſt gen- 
« tleneſs and candour; if any will brand us 
© with reproachful and obnoxious names, be- 
* cauſe we endeavour to make the beſt uſe we 
© can, of our reaſon and Bible, and that with 
© a view to their benefit; or refuſe to attend 
© upon our inſtructions, becauſe we cannot 


are blame-worthy, and not we.” We wiſh, 


both for their ſake and our own, the caſe 
was otherwiſe : but, bearing in mind the ſo- 


lemn engagements we are under, to declare 


the whole counſel of God, we truſt, neither 


honor nor diſhonor, evil report, nor good 


report, ſhall make us inſincere or partial. 
We muſt be content to incur the diſpleaſure 


of ſuch, and ſuſtain that load of calumny 
which an ignorant zeal may tempt them to 


caſt upon us, rather than go contrary to our 
own conſciences, and draw down upou our- 

ſelves the reſentment of Almighty God. To 
proud and peeviſh bigots, who may endea- 
vour to diſturb our peace, wound our repu- 


tation, 


inculcate what they would have us; they 
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tation, or diſtreſs us in our circumſtances, 
we hope, we ſhall ever have the courage 
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to ſay, It is a very ſmall thing with us, that i N iv. 


we ſhould be judged of you, or of mans judg-" 
ment. — He, that judgeth us, is the Lord, 
But, we are ſometimes told; —* thoſe points, 
* which are the moſt apt to give offence, may 
well enough be let alone, and yet you diſ- 


charge your duty,” Could this be fatisfac- 


torily made out, common prudence would 
teach and influence us to paſs them over in 
ſilence. But are they deemed matters of ſo 
little importance as not to claim our particu- 
lar notice? Are they not ſuppoſed and aſ- 
ſerted to be fundamental and efſential doc- 


trines of the Goſpel? And if we, on the 


other hand, believe them to be the miſtakes, 
inventions, or corruptions of men, may we 
innacently ſuffer them to remain 1n credit 
with the world? If we are perſuaded they 
are diſhonourable to God, a reproach to 
Chriſtianity, libels upon our common nature, 


and (in their obvious conſequences) ſubver- 
ſive of practical piety and virtue, can we be 


juſtified in omitting to expoſe them ? Shall 


we not, by ſo doing, contribute to their eſta- 
bliſhment and progreſs? And if this is diſ- 
oC charging 


The reaſonableneſs of 


charging the office of watchmen, paſtors, 
guides, and inſtructors, fidelity and honor 
are words without a meaning. Or if we 
could, with a good conſciehce, avoid for- 
mally laying open the falſhood of ſuch doc- 
trines, yet would not this ſecure us from 
the cenſures of theſe men, the good opi- 
nion and favor of whom this objection 
ſeems ſo much concerned to preſerve. A 


zeal for what is commonly called ortbodoxy 


is, for the moſt part, accompanied with ſuſ- 
picion and jealouſy ; and prompts thoſe in 
whom it prevails to draw, inferences to a mi- 
niſter's diſadvantage, merely from his being 
ſilent upon ſuch and ſuch points, and from 
what he does not jay, confidently conclude 
what his real ſentiments are. Keeping in 


generals will not do the buſineſs : to ſtand 


fair with perſons of this ſtamp, particular 
and explicit declarations are neceſſary; and 
their darling tenets muſt be frequently and 
warmly inculcated ; be interwoven with, and 


made to reign and triumph in, every diſ- 


_ courſe : which can be honeſtly done by thoſe 
only who are capable of believing them; 
which is far from being the caſe of all. But, 

— ſuch is the temper of ſome. men, that 


they 
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happy influence of inveterate prejudice; may 


miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
* they cannot bear this openneſs and free- 
* dom ?* And why ſhould they not be admo- 
niſhed to mend this temper ? Are they ful- 


55 


filling the Apoſtle's prediction by not enduring 2 Tim. iv. 


found doctrine? No, no; ſound doctrine they 5 


can well endure, and wiſh for nothing more 
than that it might be generally maintained. 
But who muſt decide what ſound doctrine is? 
By what methods are our principles to be 
tried? By reaſon and the Word of God! 


ways ready to give an anſwer to every man, 
200, in a good-natured and candid manner, 


may aſk us a reaſon of our aſſertions, with all 


meekneſs and humility : but if by different 
ſtandards, we appeal from them as unautho- 
rized and fallacious : and if, for our ſo do- 
ing, any of our fellow-chriſtians will be diſ- 
pleaſed and angry with us, we cannot help 
it. Finally; it may be urged, — there is 
little or no probability of doing good, or 
working conviction.” Does this abſolve us 
from doing our duty? Are we not to ſpeak 
the truth, whether men will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear? What though ſome 
may remain unconvinced through the un- 


not 


To theſe we chearfully ſubmit ; and are al- 1 Pet. iii. 
| I 5s 
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not others be enlightened, and enabled to 


think and judge in a more juſt and generous 
manner? Muſt error and abſurdity be hand- 
ed down from age to age, becauſe a few are 


obſtinately attached to them? Is this conſult- 
ing the improvement of a riſing generation, 
the happineſs of poſterity, or the purity and 


influence of the Chriſtian religion? Is it 
thus we propoſe carrying on, or maintaining, 
what our anceſtors bravely begun and proſe- 
cuted, vig. a Reformation from error and 
corruption in matters of religion ? | 


I will embrace this opportunity of pub- 
lickly declaring my great diſlike of all tem- 
porizing methods, all ambiguous or evaſive 
expreſſions, in the converſation or the diſ- 
courſes of miniſters. That a proper regard 
ought to be had to the different tempers and 
capacities of thoſe whom we are to inſtruct, 
is beyond all queſtion; as alſo that we 
ſhould expreſs ourſelves in ſuch terms, 


truth and a good conſcience being ſafe, as 


may be the leaſt apt to give oftence. Pru- 
dence and benevolence require this at our 
hands. But we are by no means authoriſed 
to deliver our ſentiments, upon any ſubject, 


in. 


miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
in ſo equivocal a manner, ſo that two perſons 
of directly contrary opinions may both ap- 
prehend we are on their ſide of the queſtion. 
Is it no more than honeſt prudence to ex- 
preſs ourſelves in ſuch terms, as that, when 
we are attacked by one party, we can ſhow 
they are capable of a very unobnoxious 


meaning, if not of one favourable to their 


ſcheme; and when called upon by another 
to explain them, make them. bear a quite 
different ſenſe? What is this but diſſimula- 
tion and falſhood ? At leaſt, is it not ſuch 
mean ſhuffling and tricking in religion, as 
none of common honeſty can practiſe or ap- 


prove of? Whatever ſeeming preſent ad- 


vantage may attend ſuch a proceeding, no 


good can come of it in the iſſue. Tis de-2 Tim. in. 
cei ving, and being deceived. And how far 


thoſe heats and animolities, which fo fre- 
queutly diſturb and diſtract our congregati- 
ons, may be attributed to this, every one, 


who will be at the pains to examine a little 


into them, will eaſily determine. The laity 
ſhould conſider a ſpirit of free inquiry, both 
amongſt themſelves and their miniſters, as 
their greateſt glory and privilege; and not 
expect to be cockered in all their particular 

H _ notions; 


The reaſonableneſs of 


notions ; and miniſters expreſs, both in pub- 


lick and private, their perfect abhorrence of 
every thing bordering upon equivocation or 


trimming. 


But I know to whom I ſpeak: to a ſociety 
of Chriſtians who have, for a great number 
of years, had the moſt generous and catho- 
lic principles inculcated upon them, and that 
in the moſt advantageous manner, by one 


whoſe judgment, piety, and benevolence, 


rendered him a bright ornament to that ho- 
nourable cauſe in which he was engaged; 
and who was, by the bleſſing of God upon 
his extraordinary diligence. and induſtry, the 


inſtrument of doing fignal fervice to the in- 


tereſt of virtue and religion, * You will al- 
5 low 


* Mr. Caleb Rotheram was born, the 7th of March, 1694. 
at Great Salkeld, a pleaſant village in Cumberland, ſituate up- 
on the banks of the river Een. He was inſtructed in the 
rudiments of grammatical and claſſical learning by Mr. An- 
thony Ireland; at that time maſter of the free grammar-ſ{chool 


at Blencoe; and went through academical ſtudies under the 
Rev. Dr. Dixon, at Whitehaven, In the year 1716. he ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Proteſtant diſſenting congrega- 


tion at Kendal, and became their ſtated Paſtor, In the year 
1733. be began an academy, purſuant to the requeſt of ma- 
ny, of the moſt eminent among the Diſienters, both miniſters 
and laity # tor the infrution of youth in various branches of 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 
low me to ſay, — © You were diſtinguiſhingly 
* favoured by fitting under the miniſtry of 
Dr. RoTHERAM, and if you have not made 
* conſiderable proficiency in Chriſtian know- 
* ledge you are leſs excuſable than the gene- 
* rality. I mean not to upbraid you with 
careleſſneſs or inattention; nor to renew that 
grief which you felt upon being deprived of 
ſo excellent a paſtor : your own conduct, I 


H 2 hope, 


uſeful literature ; but, principally, with a view to qualify them 
for the miniferial office: in the management of which, while 
his health continued, he was indefatigably diligent. He was 
ſollicitouſly and affectionately concerned for the improvement 
and uſetulneſs of thoſe under his care ; eſpecially that they 
might be inſpired with the love of liberty, and clearly un- 
derſtand the genuine principles of Chriſtianity : and, in or- 
der to this, permitted encouraged, and aſſiſted them to think 
freely upon every ſubject of natural and revealed religion. 


| He took his degree of Doclor in Divinity, in the college of 


Edinburgh, the 27th of May 1743. when he publiſhed, and, 
in the uſual forms of diſputation, defended, a latin diſſerta- 


tion, De Religionis Chriſtianæ evidentia: in which he clearly 


refuted that notion, at the pr obability of facts depending on 
human teſtimony , muſt gradually leſſen in proportion tu the diſtance 
of the time avhen they were done; and, at laſt, become entirely 
evaneſcent. In the latter end of the year 1751. his health 


began to decline; and the ſpring following he took a Journey 


to Hexham, in Northumberland; where his eldeſt ſon, Dr. 
John Retheram, is ſettled as a Phyſician; and his friends were 


not without all hopes that he might be reſtored to his former 


ſtrength and uſefulneſs ; but his diſorder returned, and he 
died there the 8th of June, 1752. 


— * 2 - — 


p 
| 
' 
f 

\ 
i 
N 
1. 


— 
_—_— 


I 
1 
1 y 
ft 
: 
7 
* 
a. 
: 
* 


— 
— 


rr ES rr — 
= „„ 
—— — 


nk > a 
— — 


— —— 2 
— ESI 


5 
hope, will amply acquit you of the former; 0 
and the proſpect you have of being ſo happi- 1 


ly ſupplied, in a great meaſure, ſuppreſs the 1 
latter. Suffer us to ſhare in your joy, and 
congratulate you upon this occaſion. We 
think you happy, and hope you think your- 
ſelves ſo, that the ſon, endowed with his 
father's talents, improved and refined by a 
liberal education, has conſented to become 
your ſtated miniſter. We apprehend you 
have juſt cauſe of rejoicing ; that you ought þ: 
to receive him in the Lord with all gladneſs ; 
and hold bim in reputation. You cannot but 

acknowledge that he comes recommended to 
you by various peculiarly favourable and en- 
dearing circumſtances : and give us leave to 
put you in mind; — the world will judge, 
© how far you have been fincere in your pro- 
* feſſions of reſpect for him who is gone, by 
© the manner in which you behave towards 
* his ſon and ſucceſſor. But, to prevent any 
filly ſurmiſe, I muſt obſerve and plainly ſay, 
— © there is little occaſion, on his account, 
© to urge any conſiderations of this nature; 
* for none, who are acquainted with him, 
can doubt whether he would not be ac- 


* ceptable to, and eſteemed by, abſolute 
ſtrangers } 
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miniſters ſpeaking freely. 61 
© ſlrangers? Tis with you, principally, 
they ought to be of weight; nor can you 
diſregard them without being chargeable with 
great diſingenuity. Diſreſpectful conduct on 
your part, (he continuing to act agreeable to 
his character) muſt be peculiarly diſguſting 
and reproachful. But we are perſuaded bet- 


ter things of you, though we thus ſpeak; Heb. vi. 


even ſuch things as ſhall gloriouſly orince?” 
your ſenfe of honor and gratitude, your love 


of truth, and your zeal for pure and rational 


religion : and ſuch things aſſure yourſelves, 
will be accompanied with mutual pleaſure 
and advantage here, and with mutual glory 
and rejoicing in the day of Chriſt. 


To conclude : let us, who ſuſtain the ho- 
nourable character, and are employed in the 
important office, of miniſters, renounce the 2 Cor. iv. 
hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in?. 
craftineſs, nor handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully; and, by manifeſtation of the iruth, 
commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience in 
the /ight of God: and let thoſe, who are 
profeſſedly deſirous of being inſtructed, lay! pet. ii. 
aſide all malice, and all guile, hypocriſy, envy, * 
and evil ſpeaking ; and, with ſimplicity and 


: ſmcerity, 


The reaſonableneſs of &c. 
fincerity, receive the word that they may grow 
thereby. May integrity and uprightneſs guide 
and protect us all! and our enlarging know- 
ledge and underſtanding be. accompanied 
with an higher eſteem, a profounder reve- 
rence, and a more ardent love, of the God 
of truth; with more extenſive and intenſe 
benevolence and charity towards men; and 

with improving purity of heart and life in 
ourſelves! Amen 45 0059 2 
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